January 1921]        THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

Owing to the meagre character of the information given
out on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday I made strong repre-
sentations as to the importance of more complete disclosure
of the doings of the Conference, I pointed out that the French
and British publics were misinformed as to the attitude of the
P.M. and the British representatives, and that Paris was
therefore full of false rumours and poison gas. I also showed by
producing Havas messages, that French officials were not only
giving out more information, but were selecting that which
suited them, and indicating to the French Press what line it
should take. The French journalists go every evening to the
Quai d'Orsay, where they receive a well-considered statement,
supported, when thought desirable, by documentary extracts.
The P.M., Hankey and Kerr were much impressed by what
I said, and it was arranged that on the following day Kerr
should attend the Conference and take full notes so as to be in
a position to supply me with an adequate report of the pro-
ceedings. The P.M. said there had been an agreement that
nothing should be published beyond a bare statement of the
decisions arrived at. 1 said that if this was the agreement it
had not been acted upon, and that if the French were not giving
out information the Italians or Belgians were doing so. An
American journalist told me that Briand and Berthelot1 had
seen the French Press and made a communication to them, but
requested them not to publish it, whereupon some of the
French journalists said, " If we do not publish what you have
given us, we can get the same particulars from other missions
and publish what they supply."

Auckland Geddes gave the P.M. a graphic account of
modern America. He said we are accustomed to judge the
United States from what we hear from Americans in the East,
and particularly those who come to Europe and are very like
ourselves. But these people form only a very small part of the
American population, and the real power lies in the West and
Middle West. The power of the East is on the wane. The
majority of the inhabitants of the West and Middle West
know very little about England. They regard her with sus-
picion. Many of them do not speak English, and those who
1 Philippe Bertiielot, Secretary-General to French Foreign Office.
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